I9i3]                     The "Eastern Question"

an aged Turk in a stone house in Adrianople. The latter is
watching the Minister through a window -where he can't
be touched and laughing at this diplomat with the most
sprightly smile imaginable. I laughed from the bottom of
my heart and thought how the audacity of the Ottomans
is embarrassing Europe.

Kleinitz, 6th September, 1913.

Politics are still where they were. Negotiations don't
advance and one doesn't know how far one can count on the
promises which Bulgaria will end by giving. It appears
King Ferdinand is in the blackest despair, and that it is Danew
who brought about the second war having completely ousted
the King. I can't imagine how he managed it, but what is
very important is the fact that the publication of the dispatches
exchanged between the King of Rumania and the Emperor
William on the subject of peace has so annoyed Austria that
the Austrians are furious with the latter, and the Emperor
Francis Joseph has been so particularly hurt he won't forgive
him for a long time. This is what my grandson tells me
and he is in a position to know.

Kleinitz, nth September, 1913.

I don't know whether matters are being arranged between
Constantinople and Sofia. The newspapers daily announce
that the entente is completed and even that an alliance will
be concluded between Turkey and Bulgaria ! I confess I
find this difficult to believe. Bulgaria's hatred and that of
her King is far too great for reason alone to achieve such
a result. I am afraid we shall have to wait a long time for
that peace so desirable for Europe and so necessary for those
two utterly impoverished countries. Bulgaria is also ex-
hausted in men.
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